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TOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





WVIVERSALISM AND SUPERSTITION UPON 
CAPE COD, 


The doctrine of universal salva- 
‘ion iz rapidly spreading in the United States, and we 
think its success will keep pace with the general dif- 
fusion of religious and scientific knowledge. The 
‘+ gai tidings of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
have, by divine providence, found their way to 
: Cape, in the county of Barnstable, Mass. It is 
t two years since the glorious doctrine of God's im- 
partial love and benevolence was first promulgated in 

The Rey. Mr. Dean, of Boston, was the 


“lie 
. 


e\,- 
tite 


this county. 


cyst Universalist preacher who visited this place with 


these good tidings. 


but partially favored with preaching. 


There are several societies formed and forming im] direction, or with which he had beem concerned, and 
A new universalist | that he had never before performed the work in 80 
honse is now building in the town of Chat- short a time, nor had the people behaved so well, and 
‘The frame was reared on the 15th inst. It i$ | with so much propriety, as on the present occasion !— 
and the (This, you will allow, is saying not a little, when you 


this remote part ot the state. 


t : 
bial. 


ected to be tinished the ensuing winter, 


ex] 


the spring. 
the frst house of the kind that has been 


4 Se Pr 
This being 


county, it has, as we should naturally 


produced no small stir and excitement among 


raised in this 
expect. 
the people. It has been called adel, an infidel meet- 
Cehyu ¢ 


ihe people, and whatnot. Every thing has been said 
and done to prevent its going up. They have “ left 
uo stone unturned”? to-carry their points of opposition. 
It is said the clergy of this county, or at least many 
of them, entered into a combination to put down the 
universalists, and prevent the building ofthe house.— 
Sanballat and Tobiah were also greatly opposed to 
the building of the walls and temple of Jerusalem ; 
but they went up, and were “finished,”* Tobiah and 
Sanballat to the contrary notwithstanding, and so has 
this femaple of the Lord gone up, in defiance of all its 


enemies! ‘Praise ye the Lord.”’ 

There have been many prophecies that this house 
would never g0 up : or if it did, would not be suffered 
long te stand, for it would be destroyed by fire from 
hearen! Tobiah also, an enemy to the divine work, 
‘saboye, prophecied the destruction of that work. 
Ne intimated the wall that they should build would 
be so weak and short-lived, that even a fox, by walk- 
ing Upon it, would tumble it down and leave it in ra- 
is! Butasall the prophecies that have said the 
house would never go up have failen to the ground, 
not much faith is placed in those who ‘carry their a- 
kathemas beyond this period. 

After the lumber for the meeting-house had arrived, 
aad while lying upon the beach, it is said there was a 
special prayer-meeting held among the limitarians, to 
prevent its removal. They prayed that the work 
might stop where it was; that the materials might 
remain upon the shore, and not be conveyed to the 
place selected for building. These prayers, however, 


Were unknown to the Universalists till after they ‘had 
removed the heavy materials to the spot; and after 


they obtained this information, they observed, that the 
—_——— 


* Nehemiah vi. 6. 











,ajudzment, and a scourze for the sins of 


Since that time the doctrive has} son, in returning his thanks to the people for their ser- 
-outinued to prevail, thongh the people have been! vices, informed them that this was the siath building 


dedication aud other services to take place early in ! are informed that Mr. N. is a limitarian ; 





——_ 


removal could have been effected with no more ease 
and success, had all the people upon the Cape offered 
up their prayers for this very purpose.” It was also 
said there would not be ten people at the-raising ; nay, 
that there were not people enough in the county wil- 
ling to assist in raising the house : or if there were, they 
would be baffled-and confounded like the builders of 
ancient Babel, so as to: prevent the execytion of their 
work. But these famous prophecies, like all the rest, 
fell to the ground, fora frame of this kind never went 
up better, or more successfully. The first broad side 
in the morning went up withonly about eighteen or 
twenly men, (which, perhaps, among the limitarians 
would be called a miracle) ; and as the. gumbers in- 
creased from eighty to a hundred, or mere, it all went 
up with uncommon ease and regularity. And after 
they had finished, the master workman, Mr. Nicker- 


of the kind that had been raised under his care and 


but from 
the acquaintance we have had with him, we must do 
him the honor to say, that he is a candid one.) 

It was further prophecied by the opposers of this 
house, that some few, if not many, of the universalists 
would be killed at the raising; but fortunately, nobody 
was hurt or injured in the least. 

There were two physicians preseyt, one of whom 
was heard to say, that if any body had only happened 
to bruise his ihumb pail, it would ke spread all over 
the county immediately, that somebody was mortaily 
wounded, killed, or the like. 

It is said that some peor children brought in some of 
the universalist chips to make a fire ; but a neighbouring 
woman happening to be present at the time, told them 
that if they burnt these heretical chips, they would be 
burnt up and destroyed with the universalist meeting- 
house. This sage prophecy was believed, and the 
mctber ordered her children to carry them back again, 
and no more ** touch the unclean things,” lest they 
should be consumed! 

There has been here of late what they call a great 
reformation ; and while they have been warmly op- 
posing the progress of the universalist mecting-house, 
have, at the same time, (some of them,) said they 
were glad it was going up, for it had been the cause 
of much good already ; and they anticipate a still 
greater harvest of good things from it in future, be- 





cause God brings good out of evil. They acknow]l- 
edge it has been the origin of their famous reforma- 
tion. Then pray, why should they be so much at war 
with that, the existence of which is productive of so 
much good? such incalculable benefits ? 

It is said, that when the builders of the house had 
arrived at the spot, and were about commencing their 
ungodly work, the devil came in person, and teok the 
master-workman, Mr. N. by the heir of his head, and 


NO, 20. 


they hatched up another, a little more modest, and 
one they thought would be entitled toa little. more 
credit, saying, the master-workman was, all of a sud- 
den, miraculously struck, either by the power of God 
or the devil, and was so debilitated and overcome, 
that he could not raise his hammer to drive another 
nail, but was compelled to desist, and give up the un- 
dertaking altogether asa ‘*‘ bad job. There were, 
however, not alitle weak in this story also; they did 
not give it the right date ; for the time of driving nails 
had not then arrived. Nay, they were so near-sight+ 
ed and so anxious to be in season, and to prevent the 
building of the house, that they invented and got this 
story in circulation long before it was raised, and be- 
fore they had. done the preliminary work of framing 
the timber. But this tale also turned out to be as 
bright and as true as all the rest, and as their sage in- 
ventors. Astothe devil’s carrying off the master- 
workman aud putting a stop to the building of ‘the 
house, admitting it had been true, we would just ob- 
serve, (not wishing, however, to anticipate or super- 
sede editorial remarks, )that it seems the devil thought 
they were engaging in rather poor business for him and 
his cause, for had it been agreeable to his Satanic Mo- 
jesty for the work to go on, as they pretend, he would 
not thus have turned enemy to himself, and frustrated 
his own favourite schemes. 

A neighbouring limitarian minister, (Mr. L——— 
of F- ;) one of the principal spokes in the wheel 
of opposition, and of the Iate religious excitement, 
said to a person in the hearing of one who gave us the 
information, that he hoped, if it was not right for the 
universalist meeting-house to stand, or go up,’ that 
God Almighty wouid send thunder and lightning from 
heaven to destroy it ! How much better hope, or wish, 
was this, think you, than to have desired that the 
property might be distributed among the poor and 
needy, instead of being thus miserably destroyed 7? 
Where is the Rev. gentleman’s charity and benero- 
lence in all this? to say nothing of an awful and un- 
guarded speech! 

The same gentleman, (and he must be a gentleman, 
of course,) we are credibly informed, was heard to 
say, that as to the reformation,he had but a poor opin, 
ion, or did not think much of it, (though at the same 
time one of the most flaming preachers and principal 
promoters of it himself) ; but the most he cared about 
was to prevent, if possible, the building of the univer- 
salist meeting-house. And they have said that they 
should be able to carry their points, if certain leading 
universalists were ** knocked down” ; and this has 
been so ardently desired and prayed for among them, 
anc they have been so strong in the faith that it rrould 
be the case, they have reported that several were mi- 
raculously Convicted and converted, and others were 
trembling under the word. 

But, to their shame and confusion, the house has 
gone up, and will doubtiess be found standing, a mon- 
ument of the divine benevolence and mercy, for many 
years after ali these false prophets shall bave paid the 
debt of nature, and are sleeping beneath the “‘clods 
of the valley.” A SvupscRipEr. 

Chatham, Sept. 30, 1823. 
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ed him off bodily to his infernal dens’ “ The } 


remnant were affrighted,”’ and took to their heels and 
led, leaving the materials for the universalist meet- 
ing-house in everlasting confusion! ‘This famous sto- 


’ God will have all men to be saved, and come t 








ry, however, like all the rest, turning out to be false. 


the knowledge of the truth. 
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'‘l’o the Methodists. 


BarTanEs, | 
You say that “there is but ong living and true God, 


everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, | 


wisdom and goodness ; the maker and preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible.—And in unity of this 
Godhead, there are three persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity ; the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. The Son, who is the word of the Fath- 
er, the very and eternal God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man’s nature in the womb of the 
Dlessed virgin ; so that two whole and perfect natures, 
that is to say, the Godhead and manhood, were joined 
together in one person, never to be divided, whereof 
is one Christ, very God and very man, who truly suf- 
fered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile his 
Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for origi- 
nal guilt, but also for actual sins of men.” 

You will be so charitable, I hope, as to believe me 
t be honest and sincere, when [ inform you that the 
above statements, to my understanding, are by no 
means free from contradiction and solecism. I beseech 
you not to be offended, but attend with candor to 
what I will endeavor to point out as inconsistences in 
what I have quoted from your faith. 

Ist. You say that the one living and true God is 
without parts. 

2d. You say that in this God there are three per- 
sons. These three persons you call the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Is not this a direct contra- 
diction? Are there not three parts to what you say 
has no parts? If you say that the person of the Fath- 
er is also the other two persons, that the person of the 
Son is also the other two, and that the person of the 
Holy Ghost is also the other two, need you be told 
that your language would be more correct if you said 
that God has three names, but that he has but one 
person? But if you insist that there are three persons, 
then you must, as! think, allow that that portion or 
part of the Godhead which constitutes the Father is 
no part of that portion of the Godhead which consti- 
stutes either of the othertwo. So also, you must al- 
low, that that portion which constitutes the person 
called the Son is not identically the same portion of 
the Godhead which constitutes the person of the Fath- 
er and the person of the Holy Ghost; and the same 
may be said of the person which you place last in the 
holy trinity. 

That we may have a clear idea of the evident dis- 
tinction of parts in this Godhead, let us suppose that 
one, who has a true and correct understanding of this 
holy mystery should address a prayer to the second 
person ; the question is, would either the first or third 
person know Himself to be addressed? If you say 
that the Father and the Holy Ghost would know that 
they were equally addressed with the Son, then you 
come again to the idea of one person who has three 
names. But if you allow that neither person would 
know himself to be addressed only the person of the 
Son,then you establish the idea of a distinction of parts 
«n the Godhead. 

Furthermore, you establish the idea of this distinc- 
.ion, beyond all contradiction, in saying that “ the 
Son, who is the word of the Father, took man’s nature 
1 the womb of the blessed virgin.”» You certainly do 
uot mean that the person of the Father, or that the 
person of the Holy Ghost took man’s nature ; but on- 
ty the person of the Son. If the person of the Son 
took man’s nature, and the persons of the Father and 
the Holy Ghost did not, then there is a plain distinc- 
tion of parts in the Godhead ; for this person who has 
*aken man’s nature belongs as truly and as essentially 




















either of the other two persons, 
neither of which has taken man’s nature. 


} But here is another solecism, if my understanding 
correctly serves me ; for you say, that by the Son’s 
taking the nature.of man,” two whole and perfect na- 
, tures, that is to say, the Godhead and manhood, were 
|jained together in one person.” Here you contend, 
‘that the person of the Father and the person of the 
Holy Ghost were just as much joined to the nature of 
man, as was the person of the Son. Why then do you 
say that it was the person of the Son, in distinction 
from the person of the Father and the person of the 
Holy Ghost, that took man’s nature? If by the Son’s 
taking man’s nature, the whole Godhead, which con- 
sists of the three persons, Father,Son, and Holy Ghost, 
was joined to man’s nature, never to be separated, 
where is the propriety in saying that the Son any 
more took man’s nature, in the womb of the blessed 
| virgin, than did the Father or the Holy Ghost ? 


Did not the Father and the Holy Ghost become u- 
nited to man’s nature at the same time and in the 
same place that the Son did? If you say they did, 
then you must know that there is no more propriety in 
saying that the Son took man’s nature, than in saying 
that the Father and the Holy Ghost took man’s na- 
ture. But 


There is a more glaring absurdity still in this creed ; 
for yeu say the true Christ, which was constituted of 
the two whole natures of the Godhead and manhood ; 
which Christ must certainly contain all the three per- 
sons in the Godhead and the nature of man too; this 
Christ, you say, ** suffered, was crucified, dead and 
| buried, to reconcile his Father to us.” If a Christ 
who was composed of the whole and perfect natures, 
of the Godhead and manhood, was ever crucified,dead 
and buried, then was that Godhead, which consists of 
the three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, cru- 
cified, dead, and buried ; and man’s nature too, was 
crucified, dead, and buried! Does not this absurdity 
| defy all comparison? But as monstrous as it is, it has 
‘its equal ; for you say that this Christ, who consists of 
| the whole Godhead and manhood, *‘ suffered, was cru- 
cified, dead, and buried, to reconcile his Father to us! 
Pray, who is the Father of the “‘ whole and perfect 
nature of the Godhead,” which consists of the three 
persons, the Father, the Son, andthe Holy Ghost ?— 
This Father cannot be that Father which is one of the 
persons in the Godhead, because the Christ, who suf- 
fered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to reconcile 
his Father to us, was constituted of the whole and per- 
fect nature of the Godhead. It is no more consistent 
with reason to say that Christ reconciled the first per- 
son in the trinity to us, than it is to say that he recon- 
ciled the second and the third.; unless you please to 
add another contradiction, and say, that neither of 
the persons in the Godhead was unreconciled to us, 
only the Father. If you say the person of the Father 
only was unreconciled to us, do you not see that you 
divide the minds of the persons in the Godhead, 
and so separate them, that one may be unreconciled 
to us while the others are not? 





) 








But as I do not believe that you mean that the Fath- 
er,who was reconciled to us by the sufferings of Christ, 
was the Father of the Godhead, I must candidly be- 
lieve that you have stated things in your creed that 
you have not the least conception of ; and that it is 
impossible for the human understanding to discover 
rationality and consistency in such statements. 

Once more, dear brethren, and I have done with 
this mystery. . As you believe that the Father was re- 
conciled to us, do you not understand that you make 
the Father a changeable Being? And would it not be 
more consistent with reason, as well as with divine 
revelation, to believe that “‘ God was in Christ recon- 


ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them™ ? 





H, B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSA 


Messrs. Epirors,: 


You may think I take an im. 


proper freedom in requesting your attention to ‘the 
documents which I am about to lay before you; but 
being resolved on bringing them into some notice, it ig 
no more than generous that | address them first to you, 
who are the most immediately concerned, and then 
leave you to accept or refuse the chance | give you of 
making your own reinarks, and sharing equally with 
me in the management of the case. 

The documents | speak of,have been already insert. 
ed in your Magazine ; and what is strange, it seems 
you published them unsolicited, and entirely of your 
own accord, notwithstanding they were designed to 
prove that your favourite doctrine of Universalism is 
irreligidus and licentious in its tendency. 


‘The first, in order, is that which you republished, 
some two or three months ago, from the Christian 
Mirror, stating, on the authority of a Missionary Trus 
tee, that a woman who had been brought up in a family 
of universalists, did not know who Jesus Christ was ;— 
and that she could not remember to hare read even hie 
name, till she heard it mentioned by her own daughter ; 
although the place of her birth and education was not 
remote from a house of worshtp, and the town had been 
faroured with the ministry of the word during the la- 
bouring part of one man’s life. This fact proves, as 
the editor of the Mirror meant it should, that there is 
an almost total neglect of all religion, not only in the 
particular family who brought up this woman, but al- 
so among universalists in general; for did nniversalists 
in general often converse about Christ, and did their 
ministers mention him, as other ministers do, it is no- 
wise probable that a single instance of such heathen- 
ish ignorance as this could be found among them. Ev- 
ery one of them would, in some way, and by some 
means, at least hear of Christ. I see you smile, gen- 
gentlemen, and I anticipate your question: you will 
ask me, How it happens, if this story is true, that this 
woman was never told of Jesus Christ by her neigh- 
bours and towns-people, who it seems were orthodox, 
and lived under orthodox preaching? I expect that 
you will attempt to triumph over me here, and say 
that the story itself makes out that these orthodox 
neighbours and towns-people said as little about Christ 
as did the family by the whom woman was brought up ; 
so that, if the story proves any thing, it proves the ir- 
religion of perhaps a dozen orthodox families to that of 
one Universalist family! You are welcome, gentle- 
men, to any triumph this turn can afford you ; but do 
you not know you have no right to make a document 
prove what it was not designed to prove? The fact 
is, this document was never intendeed to prove that 
the orthodox are irreligious ; and you pervert its man- 
ifest design when you use it for such a purpose. 


Mr. Streeter and yourselves affected to disbelieve 
this story, and, as you recollect, called on the editor 


truth or falsehood ; which he would not grant you.— 
Now, all this maneuvering was wholly foreign from the 
purpose : you cannot deny that it was your design to 
throw the odium off from yourselves by proving that 
the story was false, and so to expose the editor of the 
Mirror ; and this, you well knew, was far from being 
his purpose in publishing the story. His purpose was 
manifestly enough to bring universalism, not himself 
or the Trustee, into disgrace and abhorrence ; and 
what right had you to wander from this object? 
1 beseech, you gentlemen, weigh well this document, 
indulge no eavilling, and practice no manuevers, but 


judge of it simply according to its manifest infention. 


The second document to which I call your atten- 
tion, is the statement which the editor of Zion’s Her- 
ald has, ina manner proposed to attest to, viz: thas 











of the Mirror for.an opportunity to ascertain either its © 
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he has often heard the immoral offender, when re- 

oved by some pious person, reply, “* I have my pun- 
ishment as I progress in life, | will take my pleasure 
after my own way'!””” This proves that the doctrine 
n’s being punished in the actual commission of 


{ me asus . 
ra leads them to expect much pleasure in sin. It is 
of boi use to urge, as | suppose ‘you will, the natural 


impossibility that a belief that sin itself is torment, 
should lead men to think it pleasure. This argument, 
admit, might pass among people who make no more 
allowance for impossibilities in religious, than in nata- 
ral things ; but we,gentlemen, know too much of mys- 
teries to be at all perplexed by it. We believe in 
the reconciliation of an offended, and at the same 
time, an unchangeable God ; we believe in the crea- 


tion of millions of immortal souls for a purpose which 


the Creator all the while knew would be entirely frus- | 


trated ; we believe in the trini/y as stated in the dis- 
cipline—and what do you think, after all this, we care 
for impossibilities ? You adopted the same maneuv- 
er in this, as in the former case : denying the truth of 
the story, and calling on the editor of the Herald for 
names, times, and places ; things that are not thought 
of now-a-days, and have no existence in three-fourths 
of the stories circulating among us. Indeed, ! believe 
it isgenerally thought safer and more convenient to 
lay them aside altogether, as they are very unmanage- 
able, and somewhat dangerous, having destroyed 
the reputation of some good and very zealous men. 
The third document of this sort, is that first publish- 
edin the Religious Intelligencer, and from thence in- 
serted in the Christian Watchman, and finally in the 
Religious Inquirer and in your Magazine ; stating that 
a Universalist, dying in a fit of intoxication, lay undis- 
covered in an old house nearly three days, and that 
he was then buried with pitch-forks and shovels. If 
this does not prove a general depravity among Univer- 
salists, it proves, at least, that one of them was aban- 
doned ; and even this circumstance marks the distinc- 
tion between your sect and the orthodox so striking- 
ly, that ] hope the editors of the Religious Intellizgen- 
cer and Christian Watchman will not be ashamed of 
their promptness in laying the account before the pub- 


lic. I feel, for once, disposed to gratify your desire | 


for names, places, &c. Know, then, that it is said 
this story was written by a Baptist minister living 
somewhere about Vernon, N. Y.; and that the cir- 
cumstance did actually occur at that place, in the 
manner described, but with this addition : that the 
man had never pretended to be a Universalist ; and 
that there were no pitch-forks used at his burial, nor 
shovels, except at the grave. If one who was not a 
Universalist came to his end in this shocking way,how 
awful must we suppose will be the fate of Universal- 
ists themselves ! 

The fourth document is one published under the 
head of “ Universalism,” in the Concord Repository, 
Newburyport Herald, and Zion’s Herald ; and insert- 
ed with remarks in the Christian Intelligencer, and in 
your Magazine. It states that a Universalist, confined 
in the State Prison at.Concord, N. H. declared, while 
on his death-bed, that he never had believed Univer- 
salism ; but that the doctrine had, notwithstanding, 
stifled his conscience, and quieted his fears! Look 
a beseech you, gentlemen, for your soul’s sake, 
lang: and see how pernicious the effect of yout 

ne 1s, even on those who have never believed it ! 

"fe you discover an extent of wickedness in Univer- 
re Which, I humbly trust, is peculiar to itself.— 
its ae doctrine many, perhaps, corrupt the circle of 
fers Pity i but it is reserved for Universalism to 
co By this natural boundary, and to lead captive 
ha Odo not yield to it, as well as those whc 


brs: aware that many of your friends and adherent: 
ty to Consider ali these documents as so many fool- 
Stories invented by the malice of opposers; and 


eh 


: as proof that this is the case, it has been urged that 
_ the stories are, in themselves, absurd, and that when- 
ever you have called on the publisher for names,times, 
, and places,they have not been able to answer a word. 
| Some of your adherents indulge their mirth, and say 
, that it is somewhat curious to observe that when the 
enemies of Universalism attempt to prove it licentious, 
‘they generally fabricate a falsehood for the purpose ; 
| and thus show themselves to be as depraved as they 
ever thought of making Universalists appear. But | 
, tell them they gain nothing by this remark in which 
they appear to triumph so much ; for allowing it is 
; correct, (which may be the case,) it only proves that 
Universalism corrupts its opposers instead of its friends. 

Now, this shows it to be quite as detrimental to sdcie- 
ity as it would be, if it corrupted its believers. And, 
indeed, | think rather more so; for there are more 
who oppose, than who believe it ; so that the evil ex- 
tends farther in this case than it would in the other.— 
Go which way you will, gentiemen, admit or deny 
the truth of these documents, you see they must till 
prove your doctrine to be pernicious. 


] was surprised, on examining the attack of the 
Christian Register against Universalism, to perceive 
that the editor had inserted no such proofs as other 
editors do, of its pernicious influence. He, to be sure, 
did his best to assert that it was liccntious ; and so far, 
1 know of none who have done better than himself.— 
But he paused in the very prospect of victory, and left 
the field to the enemy, when but one more charge 
would have ensured him conquest. He could have 
etated that a Universalist minister, who had grown 
grey in his wicked calling, never heard of such a 
thing as a Bible—or something of this sort, which 
might have been manufactured -on the instant; and 
that he neglected to adopt so effectual, and, at the 
same time, so common a measure, I shallever look up- 
ou as an indication that he felt too favourably towards 
your cause, and was partially under the influence of 
your doctrine, as many others of his dendmination are 
supposed to be. ; 


I have now’ said what I had to say concerning those 
documents. I hope you and others will profit thereby. 
But be that as it may, I know my duty and will per- 
form it. The matter shall not resthere. If the docu- 
ments already published will not operate effectually, 
others shall. I have now some dozens on hand, of my 
own contrivance ; and you shall see them, and the 
world shall see them, appearing in various papers,from 
time to time, with proper signatures and suitable as- 
severations of truth. You may demand names, times, 
and places as long as you please ; but I solemnly as- 
sure you it shall all be in vain, for they area sort of 
commodity I will never deal in. 


Yours, &c. FABRICATOR. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


In the 4ist No. of Zion’s Her- 


ald, there is a piece on the Immortality of the Soul, 
signed P. B. K. It is not my intention to try to dis- 
prove any of the sentiments there expressed ; for 
though I might not find it expedient to reason in every 
particular as he does, | should not hesitate to admit 
the truth of the doctrine which he inculcates. My on- 
ly object in noticing this commanication is, to show 
that the doctrine it maintains leads directly to that of 
universal benevolence. He begins by saying—‘“'lt ap- 
pears strange to me, that any, in the civilized world, 
should doubt the immortality of the soul. Not only 
revelation, but reason, teaches man to expect a future 
state of existence.» Does reason and revelation teach 
more clearly the tumortality of one soul, than it does 





that of all the souls God has made, or will make ?— 
and do they teach more clearly the immortality of the 
soul than they do its immutable incorruptibility after 
the resurrection ? Again he says, ** Why did the Cre- 


ator endow man with rational powers? Why did he 
interweave in his nature the expectation of a future 
state of existence, if he intended that the soul should 
perish with the body ? Why did he make us capable 
of contemplating his wonderful works, if it have an 
effect only to render us dissatisfied with our present 
transitory state? Why open to usthe glories of the 
universe, if its only effects are to make us discontent- 
ed with the earth on which we are to dwell for a md- 
ment and then disappear forever? Why does every 
thing around us proclaim to us ‘ there is a God,’ who © 
rules throughout immensity, if, instead of being permit- 
ted to rise toa nearer view of his glory, we must soon 
close our eyes in endless night ?” Is it possible that. 
the man who can ask such questions is a believer in 
the doctrine of endless misery? We think not. If 
we can contemplate the glories of the universe, and all 
nature proclaims to us the existence of “a God” ; and 
in Consequence of this there would be a manifest im- 
propriety in our being struck out of existence at death ; 
how mach greater impropriety would there be in send- 
ing us out of this short life into the blackest darkness, 
and most excruciating torture, not a million ages 
with the (I almost said pleasing) hope of then being. 
liberated, or annihilated, but to all eternity? Why, 
we may ask, has God made us capable of anticipating 
the joys of paradise if we are never to realize them ° 
and why has he prepared these joys for us ifhe knew we 
should never possess them? He says again, “Of what 
use to man are his boasted superior powers, if no con- 
sciousness remains after this life??? With more pro- 
priety we might ask, of what use to man are his boast- 
ed superior powers if he is to drop from this short life 
into endless misery ? Again hé says, ‘* Can the Deity 
be deemed benevolent if he has formed man with a 
rain expectation of immortality 2?” le ask P. B. K. 
if the Deity can be deemed benevolent if he has form- 
ed man with an expectation of happiness when he: 
knew he never would realize it ; but would be irre- 
coverably lost? Again his words are, ** Wretched is 
the condition of man, if his soul endure no longer than 
this life.” We ask again, how much more wretched, 
if his soul is to endure after this life in a state of nev- 
er-ending pain? It appears to me impossible that P. —~ 
B. K. should reason as above and not believe the doc- 
trine of universal happiness. The thoughts of annihi- 
Jation are gloomy, and inconsistent with the benevo- 
lence of our Heavenly Father; but the thoughts of 
eudless misery are truly terrific, and carry along with 
them the most dreadful dismay ! / He closes by say- 
ing, ‘“‘ In the morning of the resurection, he shall 
burst the bands of death, and rise from the tomb, soar’ 
high ; attain the heaven of heavens, and join the hap- 
py company around the throne of Jehovah.” Yes,my 
friend, man shall burst the tomb—death, the last ene- 
my shall be destroyed—Goil shall give us the victory 
through our Lord Jesis Christ ; and we, all the hu- 
man family, shall rise to enjoy an eternity of bliss and 
holiness. God will be better to us than our fears— 
our highest expectations respecting the goodness of 
God shall be more than realized, and we shall be hap- 
py forever. 


B. CASE, Jr. 








MARRIED,,. 


Io Salem, Mr. James Freeman to Miss Catherine 
Manuel. 

In Woburn, Mr. Joseph Richardson to: Miss Sukey 
Convers. 
In Mansfield, Dr, George O. Gilbert: to Mise Dlizat 
Gilbert. 
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Wedding Hymn. 


“Twas Chaos all ;—Th’ Almighty spoke, 
And Light and Love from Chaos broke ; 
Creation’s fabric then was rear’d— 

Eden with all its sweets appear’d. 


But still, to mam, the scene was wild, 

‘Sill Eve, his lovely partner, smil’d !|— 
Their anxious hearts in union beat, 

And Heaven pronounc’d the work complete. 


To Thee, Eternal Power ! to Thee 

We lift the hand, we bend the knee ! 
Regard thy suppliant’s fervent prayer— 
With purest bliss, oh bless this pair. 


Give them content in every state ; 
Submission to each adverse fate ; 

On both their hearts be this impress’d, 
Like Thee, in blessing, to be bless’d. 


While thro’ life*s rugged paths they stray, 
Let beavenly wisdom point the way ; 
And when they’ve pass’d the dreary road, 
Receive them to Thyself, O God! 

J. H. 
Ocober 29, 1823. 


—t : D> a 


SELECTE_. 


Ou scenes surpassing fable, and yet true, 
Scenes of accomplish’d bliss ! which who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 
Kis soul refresh’d with foretaste of the joy ? 
Rivers of gladness water all the earth, 
And clothe all climes with beauty ; the reproach 
Of barrenness is past. The fruitful field 
Laughs with abundance 5; and the land, once lean, 
Or fertile only in its own disgrace, 
Exults to see its thistly curse repeal’d. 
The various seasons woven into one, 
And that one season an eternal spring, 
The garden fears no blight, and needs no fence, 
For there is none to covet, all are full. 
The lion, and the libbard, aud the bear 
Graze with the fearless flocks ; all bask at noon 
Together, or all gambol in the shade 
Of the same grove, and drink one common stream. 
Antipathies are none. No foe to man 
Lurks in the serpent now : the mother sees, 
And smiles to see, her infant’s playful hand 
Stretch’d forth to dally with the crested worm, 
To stroke his azure neck, or to receive 
The lambent homage of his arrowy tongue. 
All creatures worship man, and all mankind 
One Lord, one Father. Error has no place : 
hat creeping pestilence is driv’n away ; 
The breath of heav’n has chas’d it. In the heart 
No passion touches a discordant string, 

But all his harmony and love. Disease 

Is not : the pure and uncontam’nate blood 

Holds its due course, nor fears the frost of age. 
One song employs all nations ; and all cry, 

‘* Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us !”” 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 

Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 

Vrom distant mountaius catch the flying joy ; 
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TH, nation af Tf nation taught the strain, 
‘bFarth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. 
}Rehold the weasure of thé promise fill’d ; 


o}See Salenr built; the labour of a God ! 


) Bright as a sum the sacred city shines ; 

‘| All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 

Flock to that light ; the glory of all lands 

Flows into Her ; unbounded is her joy, 

And endless her increase. The rams are there, 

*Nebaioth, and the flocks of Kedar there ; 

The looms of Ormus, and the mines of Ind, 

And Saba’s spicy groves.pay tribute there. 

Praise is in all her gates ; upon her walls, 

And in her streets, and in her spacious courts, 

Is heard salvation. Eastern Java there 

Kneels with the native of the farthest west ; 

And Ethiopia spreads abroad the hand, 

And worships. Her report has travell’d forth 

Into alllands. From ev’ry clime they come 

To see thy beauty and to share thy joy, 

O Zion ! an assembly such as earth 

Saw never, such as heav’n stoops down to see. 
Thas heav’nward all things tend. For all were 

once 

Perfect, and all must be at length restor’d. 

So God has greatly purpos’d ; who would else 

In his dishonor’d works himself endure 

Dishonor, and be wrong’d without redress. 

CowPreER. 





* Nebaioth and Kedar, the sons of Ishmael, and 
progenitors of the Arabs, in the’ prophetic scripture 
here alluded to, may be reasonably censidered as re- 
presentatives of the Gentiles at large. 
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AN EXTRACT. 


The Origin of Tythes. 


A certain poor woman fownd by the way side a lamb 
perishing with cold and hunger. ‘She had pity upon 
the lamb, and took it arto ber house and nursed, and 
brought it again uito life. And it came to pass that 
the I.mb grew up, and was a goodly ewe, and had a 
large fleece. And the poor woman sheared the ewe, 
when lo! the chief priest comes unto the woman and 
said, ‘* The first fruits of every thing belong unto the 
Lord ; | must have the wool. The woman said it is 
hard—the priest said it is written ; and so he took the 
wool. And it came to pass that soon thereafter the 
ewe yearned, and brought forth a lamb; when lo! the 
chief priest came again unto the woman and said, the 
firstling of every flock belongeth unto the Lord; [ 
must have the lamb. The woman said it ishard— 
the priest said it is written ; and so he took the lamb. 
And when it came to pass that the poor woman found 


dressed it: when lo! the chief priest came again un- 
to her, and took a leg,a loin, and a shoulder, for a 
burnt offering. Andat came to pass that the poor wo- 
man was exceeding wroth because of the robbery, and 
she said unto the chief priest, curses on the ewe. Oh 
that | had never meddled therewith. And the chief 
priest straitway said unto her, whatever is cursed be- 
longeth unto the Lord: so he took the remainder of 


the mutton, which he andthe Levites ate for their 
suppers. ’ 


From Plain Truth. 


A Touch of the Terrible ! 
Extract of aletter to the Editors, from Providence 
Rhode-Island. 


*“*T sed you afew eloquent expressions of the Rev. 
My. 1.——~ of this tewn—which were deliyered in a 











~_ | speech-to-the- Female Seciety?™ 


she could make no profit from the ewe, she killed and | 
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zeal in order to convince his auditors that it wis their « 
indispensable duty to give their anoney, he concluded. 
as follows: , ‘ And my. friends. if you oléave: thig’ 
house without contributing your mitey you need. 
not think of saving your money thereby; for the Lof¢ ». 
will have it in some way or another. Hf you domd:. - 
give it voluntarily be will (¢p-burtwgyour houses, 
destroy your shipping and merchandise, and blast your © 
hopes forever.’ ” . OT Blin 
{tf any one doubts the authenticity of the abo 
extract, he can be satisfied by the original letteranow 
on file in this office. This letter contains tne priest's 
name, and the writer’s name written in full length, 


Feds. 
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NEW CHURCIL 
It may gratify our distant fricuds to learn that the 
| House now building by the ‘t Second Society of Uni- 
ted Christian Friends,’’ in this city, is advancing to 
completion, and will be so far finished as to afford a 
place of worship by January next. This House will 
be large and commodious, combiumg strength with 
conifort, and that plainness of mauner, and absence of 
fashionable folly and tinsel, which is indispensable-te 
preserve any appearance of aualogy between the 
House, and the huniility ef the worshippers. . “Foras- 
much, then, as we «ve the ofispring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto geld, or sil- 
ver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.” Acts 
xvii. 2'. N, Y. Gospel Herald. 
—. 3 


DEDICATIONS. 


The new Universalist Church in Callowhill-street, 
was solemnly dedicated to the service of Almighty 
God, yesterday afternoon, (Oct. 17,) in the presence 
of a numerous and attentive auditory, assembled to 
participate in the boly ordinances necessary to the oe- 
casion. 
nies. 


jr, Abner Kneeland officiated in the ceremo- 
sermon was also delivered by Mr. Morse in- 
The church was well filled on both 
these occasions, and not only a solemn, but a very, de- 
yout aitention was given to the discourses, both of af- 
fernoon and evening, while an excellent choir of sing- 
ers added brilliancy to the scene. 


A 


- 


the evening. 


Phil. Eve. Post. 


Bernardstown, ( Mass.) Oet, 7, 1823. 

Agreeably to previous arrangements, ,,Brs. David. 
Ballou, H. H. Winchester, and John Brooks, appeared 
to perform the services of Dedicating the Meeting- 
House, erected and finished the present season; by 
the First Universalist Society in Bernardston.—— 
One or two other brethren in the ministry were ex- 
pected on the occasion, but failed of attending. The 
exercises commenced at half past 10 o’clock, A. M., 
and were performed in the following order. 

1. The divine blessing on the services of the day 
was invoked by Br. John Brooks. 2. Select portions 
of scripture, read by the same. 3. Sacred music. 4 _ 
Dedicatory prayer by Br. Ballou. 5. Sacred music. 
6. Sermon, by Br. Brooks. —Text, Matt. xii. 6.—“But 
I say unto you, that in this place is one greater than 
the temple.” 7. Prayer and benediction by Br. Win- 
chester. 

In the afternoon Br. John Brooks was ordained to 
the work of the Ministry of reconciliation. The parts 
of this service were performed as follows : 


1, Sacred music. 2. Prayer, by Br. Ballou. 3 


Sacred Music. 4. Sermon, by Br. Winchester.—Text, 
Psalms, 119, 99—** I have more understanding than 
all my teachers ; for thy testimonies are my medita- 
tion.” 5. Prayer, by the same. 6. Charge and de- 
livery of the scriptures, by Br. Ballou. 7. Right hand 
of fellowship, by Br. Winchester. &. Prayer, by Pr. 
19. Benediction. 


Brooks. 9. Sacred music. 























